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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The listing of references in the specification is not a proper information disclosure 
statement. 37 CFR 1 .98(b) requires a list of all patents, publications, or other 
information submitted for consideration by the Office, and MPEP § 609 A(1 ) states, "the 
list may not be incorporated into the specification but must be submitted in a separate 
paper." Therefore, unless the references have been cited by the examiner on form 
PTO-892, they have not been considered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 9, 12 are objected to because of the following informalities: missing - . - 
at the end of the claim 9; in claim 12, In 1 , "teeth" should be tooth, since only "tooth" was 
recited in claim 1 1 . Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 9-10, 15, 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 9, 15, 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite in that it fails to point out what is included or excluded by the claim language. 
This claim is an omnibus type claim. In re claim 9, "greater than teeth having other 
characteristics ..." is indefinite; it is unclear what the "other" includes or excludes. 
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Similarly in re claims 15, 17, "a pickup header that is a same width as the width of the 
processing unit" is indefinite, since there are headers located at different locations in the 
art, therefore it is unclear what is included or excluded. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ratzlaff 

et al (6029434). 

In re claim 8. An apparatus for crop processing having a processing width defined by a 
distance between a left side and a right side of a processing unit, the apparatus 
comprising: 

(a) a pickup header that is wider than said processing width; and 

(b) a pair of augers on at least one of a right side and a left side of the 
pickup header to move crop material laterally. 
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In re claim 9: additionally comprising teeth in the pickup header, said teeth comprising 
a laid back tooth having an angle measured between itself and a 
radial line passing through the pickup header axis and a base of the laid back tooth 
greater than teeth having other characteristics in the pickup header. 
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In re claim 10: wherein the laid back teeth are used in a region of the pickup header that 



sweeps under the at least one pair of augers. 




Sweeps under 



In re claim 11: additionally comprising teeth in the pickup header, said teeth comprising 
a heavy tooth having a rigidity such that a force of at least 45 lb is required to detect 
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said heavy tooth an angle of 41 (optimum value and/or preferred material design is 
inherent). 

In re claim 12: wherein the heavy teeth are used in a region of the pickup header inside 
ends of the at least one pair of augers (as shown in re cl. 9; the end tines/fingers are the 
heavy ones). 

In re claim 13: the pickup header additionally comprising teeth 
comprising: 

(a) a laid back tooth having an angle measured between itself and a radial 
line passing through the pickup header axis and a base of the laid back 

tooth greater than teeth having other characteristics in the pickup header (see in re cl. 9 
above); and 

(b) a heavy tooth having a rigidity such that a force of at least 45 lb is 
required to deflect said heavy tooth an angle of 41 (see in re cl. 1 1 above). 

In re claim 14: additionally comprising means to make a rotational speed of one auger 
of the at least one pair of augers different from a rotational speed of the other auger (the 
drive motors can be operated at different speeds in rotating the augers). 
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In re claim 15: wherein said pickup header is located at a same position, relative to an 
axis of rotation of a wheel, as a pickup header that is a same width as the processing 
width (see in re cl. 8). 

In re claim 16: wherein the apparatus for crop processing is a large 
round baler (see fig. 5). 

As applied to claim(s) 1-7, 17, in view of the structure disclosed/taught by 
Ratzlaff, the method of operating/using the device is inherent since it is the normal and 
logical manner in which the device is used. 
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Conclusion 



7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. JP02003009647A, McClure et a!., Grahl et al., McClure et al 
(6651418), Engel, Anstey et al., Roth, Engel et al., Horchler, Jr. Et al., Bohman et al., 
Groothuis. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arpad Fabian Kovacs whose telephone number is 703- 
308-5897. The examiner can normally be reached on Mo-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas B. Will can be reached on 703 308 3870. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). , r* a TV, l J 
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